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Why create whole school 
projects/displays? 

• To create a sense of unity within the school 

• To create a link with the outside world 

• It’s attractive  

• It’s interactive 

• It’s publicity! 



What are the potential difficulties? 

• There just isn’t time to fit anything extra into 
the curriculum. 

• I’m no good at being creative. 

• I haven’t got any ideas. 

• How can 6 year olds and 20 year olds work 
together on the same project? 

• Some of the teachers at our school are too 
‘grumpy’ to get involved. 



There isn’t time... 

So... 
• Link the activity for 

the display, directly 
with the 
lexical/grammar 
content of the 
syllabus. It’s revision 
and the students 
might not even 
realise! 



I’m not creative... 

So... 
• Use our ideas 

• Use ideas from the net 

• Use the students’ 
creativity. Kids’ work 
always has an ‘aah’ factor 

• Stretch yourself, try 
something new, have a 
laugh with it. You might 
surprise yourself 



I have no ideas... 

So... 
• Use other people’s ideas 
• Look at the calendar, forget 

Christmas and Halloween. Be 
inspired by World AIDS day 
(Dec 1), Human Rights day (Dec 
10), World weather day (Mar 
23), World Earth day (Apr 22), 
World Book day (Apr 23), 
Europe day, Environment day, 
day of the Child and Stamp day. 

• Pay attention to local events 
(exhibitions, local celebrations, 
anniversaries)    



6 year olds and 20 year olds working 
together? 

In a word... Yes. 
• All students’ opinions are 

valid 

• All expression of ideas in 
English is welcomed 

• There are many ways to 
view a particular idea 

• You may be surprised by 
which students produce 
the most profound work 

 



Grumpy teachers... 
Well... 
Here are some tips... 
• Have what you want teachers 

to do fully prepared. Provide 
resources, ideas etc 

• Offer to mount the display 
yourself 

• Encourage ‘grumpy’ teachers’ 
students before class. Feed 
their interest in the project. 

• Don’t push it. Lead by example, 
encourage, but this isn’t exam 
prep... It’s okay if some 
teachers opt out. 

 



IH Porto projects 2001 - 2007 

Planets                                             Metro 

World Map                                      Valentines 

12 days of Christmas                       Birthday Chart 

What did you do this summer?        Getting to know you 

Great States                                      Romeo and Juliet 

Road Safety                                      Golden Jubilee 

Monthly chat zones                          Heroes 

Chinese horoscopes                          Earth, wind, fire and water 

Who lives behind the door?              Carbon footprint 



Recent whole school projects at IH 
Porto 

2004 – Heroes 

2005 – Metro  

2006 – World Map 



Differentiation –  
by task and by outcome 



2004 - Heroes 

 Objectives: 

• Students identify their 
heroes 

• Students identify the key 
qualities for a hero 

• All students should 
participate in the project 
through use of 
differentiated tasks. 



What makes a Hero? (FCE/CAE text) 
  

“Everybody’s searching for a hero, we all need someone to look up to” –Whitney 
Housten 

  
      The Chosen Ones 

       Whitney was right. Throughout the passage of recorded history Humankind has always placed someone 
at the centre of its world. Heroes have been chosen, be they Athlete or Queen, Holy man or Warrior, 
who have inspired us to revere, admire and even worship them.  

      Each generation has chosen new heroes, who reflect their society’s values and needs. When a country is 
at war, it values warriors. When a people is oppressed, its heroes are saviours. And when there is peace 
we have free rein to produce poets, sportsmen and reality TV stars.  

       The rise in communication in the twentieth century has seen heroes become two-a-penny and as 
universal or as personal as we choose. We are exposed to a huge quantity of information every day 
including many thousands of images, from which we can choose those people (as the dictionary puts it) 
whose superior qualities we idealise. The choice is endless. We are free to choose any heroes we like, 
from an infinite selection, tailor-made to suit our tastes.  From sport to pop music, from reality TV to 
politics we are bombarded with potential idols to sift through. We must categorise them, deciding who 
we admire, who we can’t stand, who we pity and who we wish we were. We can select those individuals 
who are truly, in our opinion, a cut above the rest. Then when they disappoint us or let us down, we can 
choose new ones.  



Hero worksheet (FCE/CAE) 
Vocabulary 

A    In pairs use the text to decide the meaning of the following words and phrases. 

         revere / free rein / two-a-penny / puts it 

B       Use a dictionary to check that your answers were correct.   

C       Write 5 sentences, using one of the above words in each. 

Speaking 

         All write down the names of 4 people who inspire you. 

• Compare with the rest of the class. How many different names did  the group come up with? How many people had chosen the 
same heroes as you? 

• Think about how you chose your list of heroes. Which qualities did you consider to be important? In small groups, use the 
diamond 9 activity below to place the following qualities in order of importance. 

  

                     Nationality      intelligence              self-sacrifice          attractiveness      originality       

                                       success             high level of skill           spirituality           courage      

Write the title 

• Each paragraph of the text has a different theme. You must write a title for each paragraph. The first is done for you. 
• Now cut up your titles, mix them up and see if your partner can identify which title goes with each paragraph. 
  

Writing assessment 

      You must write 120-180 words on the subject of heroes. Choose one of the following two titles. 

1.       Discuss the qualities which you consider a hero should have. Include in your answer a description of your own 
heroes. 

2.       Discuss the ways in which heroes have changed during the last century. Include in your answer a prediction about 
the way our heroes may be different in the 21st century. 

 



Hero worksheet (young teens) 
     We all admire somebody. 

      Our heroes can be sports stars, pop stars and movie stars. They can be a famous 

person or someone we know personally. They can also be people who are brave and 

show courage in difficult situations. 

          All write down the names of 4 people who you admire (look up to). 

        Compare with the rest of the class.                                                                                                       

         How many different names did  the group come up with?  

         How many people had chosen the same heroes as you? 

    For some people, a hero is somebody who stands up for their beliefs.      

    (To stand up for = to defend) 

       Have you heard of these people?    

         Martin Luther King / Ghandi /  Bono/ Nelson Mandela / Mother Teresa 

        What do you know about them? 

        Do you think they are/were brave? 

  



Hero worksheet (young teens) cont. 

      The new ways of communicating in the 20th century have produced lots of new 
heroes. Even Big Brother winners are treated like heroes. We see thousands of 
faces every day in adverts, on the news, in magazines, in soap operas, in music 
videos and on the internet. When we look at these people we decide who we 
like and who we don’t like. 

       We are free to choose any heroes we like, but how do we choose?  

      Look at your list of 4 heroes. 

      Did you choose any foreign sports stars? 

      Did you choose singers who do not sing in Portuguese? 

      Did you choose anybody who you know or who you have met personally? 

         Think about how you decided upon your list of heroes.  
           
          In pairs. discuss the following characteristics. Place them in order of 

importance. 
  

Individual                brave               rich               good at their job               religious     

               good-looking           intelligent          cool           would die for their beliefs 

          What else do you think is important? 

  
 



Hero worksheet (young teens) assignment 

      Every student at International House has been asked to write about this:     

      What makes a hero? 

     You must write 50-100 words about heroes using one of these questions. 

 

1.   1.Say which qualities you think a hero should have. You must also 
describe your own heroes. 

•    2. Invent a new Superhero. You must name the hero and describe her/his 
special powers. 

•     3. Choose a hero from history and describe why you think (s)he is  
special. 

•     4. Tell a story about somebody being very brave in a difficult situation. 

 



Hero worksheet (YLs) 
What makes a Hero? 

These heroes_______________________. 

This hero_______________________. 

 This hero______________________. 

This hero___________________________. 

These heroes________________________. 

This hero________________________. 

  

  

Write the best sentence for each hero using one word from each side A and B. 

  

  

  

  

A 

is 

plays 

helps 

builds 

study 

writes 

make 

 

B 

sick people 

football 

music 

a Superhero 

business deals 

roads and houses 

for exams 

 



Heroes assignments (YLs)  

1: My hero is...... 

 She/He is my hero because.... 

 She/He does x/y/z 

 She/He is x/y/z 

 I like her/him 

2: Invent a super hero.  

 What does he look like?  

 What can he do? 

 



Original displays - Ideas 
from outside the 

classroom 



2005 - Metro 
Objectives: 
• Students identified their 

favourite places in Porto 
• Students explained why 

the location was 
important to them 

• Each class had its own 
metro line 

• Links were created with 
the world outside the 
classroom 

• A stunning visual display 
was produced 
 



 



 



 



Freedom to choose 



2005 – World Map 

Objectives 

• To celebrate the 
football world cup 

• To learn about a 
variety of different 
countries 

• To follow the 
tournament and learn 
football vocabulary 



2006 – World Map 

Each class was designated a country.  

Teachers had total freedom in how to approach the project. 
Ideas included: 

• Geography vocab, description of country; 

• Postcards from the country; 

• A description of the penal system (CAE/USA); 

• Economic situation, trade, etc; 

• Traditions and History; 

• I would like to visit ... because ...; 

• What animals and plants are found there. 

• Other language teachers produced projects on country in  
target language  



 



 



 



Over to you... 

 Today is 
Thanksgiving. 

    How would you 
plan and produce a 
Thanksgiving 
display in your 
school? 



Over to you... 

    Bear in mind the 
following: 

• Possible language input 

• Types of task 

• Display ideas 

• Additional themes which 
could be explored 

    Prepare ideas for YLs, 
Teens and CAEs 
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