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I like it. I like it a lot. 
I like it. I like it a lot. 
I like it. I like it a lot. 

I love it 
 

Do you like it? Yes, I do 
Do you like it? Yes I do 
Do you like it? Yes, I do 

I do too, I do too. 
(AB, AB, AB, C) 





  



Count the syllables: Write the words 

1 2 3 4+ 

peas 
beans 

broccoli 
aubergine  

cauliflower  
asparagus  

 





1 (C) 2 (A) 3 (B) 4+ 

corn 
beans 
pears 

grapes 

carrots 
mushrooms 
strawberries 

apple 
grapefruit 

broccoli 
aubergine  

celery  
pineapple 
oranges 
bananas 

cauliflower  
asparagus  

watermelon  
 

To make a chant: 2 syllable word (A),3 syllable word (B), 1 syllable word (C) 
 

 

  
• Try using  3, 4, 2  syllable words 

• Choose words with similar sounds 

A B C 

A B C 

A B A B  

A B C 

 
 





A 

This is a knife. 

 

A knife . 

 

A knife! 

B 

 

A what? 

 

A knife?  
 

Oh, a knife! 



A 

This is a fork. 

 

A fork . 

 

A fork! 

B 

A what? 

 

A fork?  

 

Oh, a fork! 





‘da da da da da da da da’  

‘Can I bor-row a pen-cil please’  



 

Do songs and chants have a significant 
impact on language learning? 

 

Can students take the language from a 
chant and use it naturally? 

JMHdR’s MA Journal 2008 



 To what extent does singing, 
chanting and rhythmic work help 
8/9 year old Portuguese learners 
develop their intonation in one 

lesson? 
 



Teaching situation 

• Portuguese Independent Primary School 

• Two classes (20 and 14 pupils) 

• 30 minute lessons 

• 4 times a week (Tuesday-Friday) 

• Year 3 (8-9 year olds) 

• Most had English since age 6 or lower (2 yrs 
experience) some from age 7 onwards (1 yr) 



Language Presentations 

Speaking: 

Chant: 

Singing: 

 Rhythmic work: 

audio/AR 3A1 lesson3.mp3
audio/AR 3A2 lesson3.mp3
audio/AR 3B2 lesson3.mp3
audio/AR 3B1 lesson3.mp3


Organisation 



• Each pupil produced  at least 2  phrases 
before and after the lesson 

• 136 phrases to transcribe and analyse 

• Over 4 lessons this amounted to 544 
phrases 

• Plus 16 lessons to transcribe (12 hours!) 

Focus on one set of lessons only! 

 



Organisation 



 

Reproducing the same lesson 4 times 
is difficult! 

 





Number of repetitions 



Lesson Three: Chant 

The spider is  behind the chair 

The spider is behind the chair 

Can you see it? 

Can you see it? 

The spider is behind the chair 

(AA, BB, A) 

  

 



Lesson Three: Song (to the melody of  If you’re happy and you know it) 

There’s a spider behind the chair, behind the chair. 

There’s a spider behind the chair, behind the chair. 

There’s a spider behind the chair.  

Can you see it behind the chair? 

There’s a spider behind the chair, behind the chair.  

(AB, AB, AC, AB 

 



Lesson Three: Rhythmic work 

 

da da da, da da da da 

da da da, da da da da 

The spider’s behind the chair 

da da da, da da da da  

 



 

Chant: 

The spider is  behind the chair 

  

Song: 

There’s a spider behind the chair, behind the chair.  

 

Rhythmic work: 

The spider’s behind the chair 

da da da, da da da da  
 



Grading Intonation 



 





Overall evaluation of AR 
• Difficult to conclude that one method of 

language presentation is better 

• Singing and chanting provide more 
opportunities to repeat TL (at that stage of the 
lesson) 

• Teaching the same lesson has different results 

• Conducting AR  is more insightful than the 
research 

 



Overall evaluation of  the experience 

I learnt more about teaching and being 
a teacher from doing the AR 

I know in my heart of hearts, that the 
kids enjoyed the chanting best 
How?.... 

I just have to click my fingers to to get 
a response 



Future 
AR 

audio/AR 3B1 lesson3.mp3
audio/AR 3B2 lesson3.mp3
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